From Eyes in the Sky, Profitable Images

A Small Business Is Built
On Satellite Photographs

By Terry Trucco

Internutiona! Herald Tribune

ONDON — Seated in the tea lounge of the

I Hyde Park Howel. Peter Fend thumbs

through his photo collection. Like most
pictures of Earih taken (rom satellites. his do
not look like much Lo the unschooled eve. But
Mr. Fend's explanations help put things in per-
spective.

The big irregular blur on the shot of the
border between Iran and Irag is a gigantic man-
wade water obstacle built by lrag 10 repulse
enemy attack, Air views of the Gull of Sidra
area reveal a Libyan air base with SA-5 Soviet
ant-aircralt facilities. And other photos show
the sites of Soviet 55-20 missiles.

The subjects may be sensitive, but Mr. Fend's
pictures are neither secret nor stolen. Taken by
Landsat. the U.S. civilian satellite that regularly
scans the globe, they are part of the public
domain. Most already have appeared in news-
papers and on television in Europe and the
United States.

It is unlikelv. however. that they would have
been seen at all without the involvement of Mr.
Fend's company, the Ocean Earth Construction
and Development Corp.

Since 1982, Ocean Earth has built a burgeon-
ing business by retrieving land images from
civilian satellites. analyzing them with the help
of experts and selling them to research institutes
and news organizations. The Britsh Broadcast-
ting Co.. Antenne 2 in France and television
i networks in the United States are among the
cuslomers.
| Some of the company’s site-monitoring pro-
jects have been siraightforward. such as re-
i search on weather patterns in the Amazon basin

| and a siudy showing how the African desert has
]spr;ad into the Sahel region during the past
i three years,

But its evilian spy operations, as one observ-
er called them. are what has kept Ocean Earthin
business. Since the 1982 Falkland Islands war,
the company has processed and analyzed satel-
lite data from such trouble spots as Nicaragua,
Lebanon and Chad. Industry sources say the
tiny company is probably the only one of its
kind.

“What we do is contract work. and military
sites are where the interest 1s," said Mr. Fend.
Most of the company’s projects are now initiat-
ied by news organizations, though research insti-
| tutes have helped underwrite some projects.

Some of Ocean Earth’s activities have pro-
voked controversy. Much of this centers on the
company's analysis of satellite data. which has
not always earned the highest marks.

“They tend to be a bit hasty in publishing
some of their findings.” said one of Ocean
Earth’s North Amencan strategic advisers. “But
il they take enough time. they can be on target.”

Others have cnticized the clarity of the com-
pany’s photos. which Mr. Fend admits needs
Improvement,

ET Ocean Earth's basic concept seems
10 have been accepted by at least parts of
the Western intelligence community. Mr.
Fend has managed 10 assemble a core of mili-
tary and academic strategic experts in Europe
| and North America who are willing to study and
}.mah’z.c satellite data.
“Our feeling is that if the material does not
jcompromise security and can be interpreted
|>=nuhh to provide better undersianding. there
is no reason not to make it available 1o the
|puh1|c said 2 Brntish military expert who has
| worked on several Ocean Earth projects.
i The pictures are crude compared with the
!.mphmn..ued LIS, Defense Department recon-
| nassance satellites that are said to be able 10
show people’s faces or numbers on license

Ocean Earth identified this Libvan air base near the Gulf of Sidra as the site of
an SA-5installation. It said the missiles were being installed in the circled area.

Bange Vernhey

Peter Fend

plates, all from an altitude of more than 150
mules (245 kilometers).

Yet nonmilitary satellites can provide a good
overview when weather and other conditions are
nght. Mr. Fend said. "We can see enough to let
the public know what various governmenis are
doing and whether they are telling the truth,” he
added.

In many wavs Mr. Fend and his company
seem unlikely adjuncts to the spy business — as
unlikely as Ocean Earth’s origins. The company
grew out of an art exhibition Mr. Fend held in
the late 1970« a1 & New York gallerv.

The shuw, entited “Ant of the State,” ex-
plored the nouon of arnsts us Earth monitors,
using therr visual skills 1o turn images beamed 10
Earth by sutellite into art.

Mr. Fend founded Ocean Earth in 1980, Ac-

: US government,

uiring satellite data takes time. hut thanks 1o
e “open skies” policy then observed by the
everything the company
wanted from Landsat eventually became avail-
able.

The oniginal idea was for the company to take
on general projects related o conservation,
ecology and land use throughout the world.

But when Mr. Fend wound up with sateilite
data on the Falklands in 1982, he decided his
company could just as easily process something
in much greater demand — pictures of Wwar
zomes. “We knew we had the means to grow.” he
said.

Though it is headquartered in Diisseldorf and
MNew York, Ocean Earth has done much of its
work at the museums. galleries, universities and
other institutions where its loosely assembled
staff happen to be working.

+*One of the Amencan network people told
me, “You guys have put this thing logether with
baling wire and bubbie gum,’ which 1s true,” Mr.
Fend said. “But at least we're doing ir.” Last
vear the company made a $100,000 profit.

he future, Mr. Fend hopes, will be less
precarious. President Ronald Reagan's
repeal of the “open skies™ law will make
it increasingly difficult for Ocean Earth 10 ob-
tain all the Landsat data it wants. But the
company has already contracied to get material
from Spot-1. a French satellite launched Friday.

At the moment Ocean Earth seems 1o have
the field to itsell. partly because of the difficulty
of data retrieval and processing. A typical
Ocean Earth project. like its study last year of
Soviet S8-20 bases for CBS television in the
United States and for Duich television, takes at
least six months.

In addition to dealing with satellite images.
the company must work on high-resolution dis-
play computers. which allow the data to be
mixed and matched in a vanety of ways. Aerial
radar data can be combined with Landsat data.
Where applicable, Magsat data, which reveals
magnetic concentrations and mineral deposits,
is added. The linal pictures come from looking
at dozens of images.
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ufend”ing off
his detractors |

Attention trendspotters: the Big Apple
names its Young British Art equivalent{

Art where no man has gone before

“P'm not sure what the spooks down in Langdale, Virginia, will
let us show this time,” says Peter Fend nervously. The “spooks”
he refers to are not the ghosts of art critics past (Langdale is sur-
Erisingly deplete of these), but the ones who haunt t%'.e CIA
eadquarters in Virginia.
Years ago, Fend worked on projects with artists like Jenny
Holzer and Dennis Oppenheim which straddled the realms of
art and performance. But in the early 1980s, he decided to im-
plement projects which further challenged what he saw as the |
narrow sphere of the art world, and founded his company, i
Ocean Earth. His ambitious idea was to take the concepts an
ideals of late-1960s earth art and conceptual art—Fend found
his inspiration in large-scale projects like De Maria’s Lightning
Field and Smithson’s
marshland considerations— 7
and implement them in ‘real-
world’ ventures. His Ocean
Earth projects suggest a Don
Quixote-like mixture of bril-
liance, mania, and paranoia. ¢
In an age where utopian vi- t
sions no longer inspire muc
general enthusiasm, Fen has
refused to relinquish his mac-
rocosmic scope. , :
Beginning in 1982, Fend's
company, Ocean Earth, was
An image from Peter Fend’s contracted by clients to use
Ocean Earth project satellites to monitor environ-
mentally sensitive areas suc
as the Amazon and military sites such as Iraq and the Falklands,
and then present maps and other things as art. According to 4
Fend, pressure from government agencies forced the end of that
venture. His current project involves farming giant aquatic or-
ganisms called Macrocystis (a kind of ancient algae) and con-
verting these algae into fuel, as well as processing them for
other industrial uses. Fend has enticed a Yugoslavian research
centre with his concept, and plans to use a show this month at
American Fine Arts in SoHo, which will include maps and
plans of the areas where they are cultivating this substance, to
raise money for the venture.
4] believe art must be translated into functional reality, other-
wise there is no way for art-making to continue,” says Fend,
who believes the government is eager to shut down his algae
project as well. “We are the characters in the James Bon
movie who work against James Bond. For us, james Bond is the
enemy,” he says. “Everything we try to do is criminalised or
made illegal, and stopped by force or by the influence of the
secret police.” Considering Fend's level of paranoia, his show at
American Fine Arts is suitably titled “Chase Scene.”
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RIVER RIFLE

TO EFFECT A
TIME POCKET

BETWEEN THE
SHATT AL ARAB
& TIGRIS FROM
AMARA VIA THE
INTERNATIONAL
FRONTIER INTO
HADADIE HENCE
ALONG THE:OLD
SHATT AL ARAB
TO THE KHOWHR
-E KOVAYRIN &
KHOWHR-E MELH
INTO THE GULF

BETWEEN THE
TWO NATIONS

IRAN & IRAQ

BUT ALONG A
NEW OUTFLOW
FROM DAMMED
MARSH LANDS

TO INCREASE
FRESH WATER
FLOW TO THE
SALINE GULF

CORRELATIVE
WITH IRAQ'S
THROUGHF.LOW
WEST OF THE
SHATT FOR A
FRESH WATER
FLOW TO UUM
QASR ON THE
KUWAIT EDGE

WITHIN A TIME
POCKET NATURE
HAS FINAL:SAY

AS THIS IS AN
ENVIRONMENTAL
RESEARCH PARK

VOID OF STATE




: S
ancientdrrjdation

cahalz
: -

’
//
- /"" ) \
)N
1 b
\
I

2l tenginm
January 20, 1985 — s'ﬂw:\a‘[c'ﬁ\y
J@/;f“cmk/‘ (G



Some indication of resolution

f$rts amidst
dried lake
bed

gun and tank
emplacements




OVERSEAS NEWS

THE GUARDIAN Thursday January 17 1985 7

Mystery
of Iraqi
ditch

By David Fairhall

Is the wast artificdal lake
(left) excavated by the Tragis
from the desert salt flats east
of Basra only an exceptionally
large anti-tank ditch, or is it
part of an ambitious scheme to
drain the [ranfan rivers flow-
ing through Khuzestan ?

Analysts working for a New
York-based corporation  who
have watched the lake grow on
a_ succession of US satellite
pictures over the past four
years believe that the Tragis
conceived the excavation be-
fore they attacked Iran, and

recover what they regard as
historic Arab lands.

They believe that the lake,
and its long arms, may be the
secret weapon of which Presi-
dent Hussein has boasted.

The project started as a
simple finoded trench, ahout 30
kilometres long and just aver
a kilometre wide (about 18
miles by 1.000 yards). blocking
the nhvious path across the
flat desert north-east of Basra
that the [ranian infantry might
he expecied to fake. But by
January, 1983, it had heen ex-
tended at its south-eastern end
inte a 10-kilometre-wide lake,

British m ¥ intelligence
assesament 1 at the satellite
pictures have merely disclosed
a massive defence work.




back Iran

by James Adams
and Dilip Hiro

ANALYSIS of American satel-
lite data suggests that lraq is
using a huge artificial lake to
push its frontier into lran, and
enhance its abilily to 1eize
Abadan island in the strategic
Shatt al Arab waterway. Uniil
now, it had been thought that
the only Immqi waterworks were
in the marshland around the
M:ijnun Isiands further north
and that they were designod
putcly for defensive purposes.

& US Landsat remote-sensing
satellite has been carried out by
Peier Fend and Ingo Gunther,
directors ' of Ocean Eanh
Corporstion, an  American
company that snalyses satellite
daw for economic and environ.
menial purposes. Their findings
“will bo published this week I1n
the magazine New Scientist.

The existence of the lake, one
of the largest man-made
siretches of water in the middle
cast, has apparently been
undetected for the past seven
years. The construction necess-
ary to create it first began in
1977, before President Saddam
Hussein became leader of 1
and while the Shah still
lran. Work is still going on.

The lake is situated just north
f Basra, Iraq's second largest
city. 1t is seven miles long and
cight miles wide. Running in a
tongue to the north.west is a
flooded trench 20 miles long
and one mile wide. To the
nenh, running alongside the
border with Iran, is another 30-
mile-long flooded trench, Water
for the project is drawn from

The analysis of the data from *
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Trench ([ar right) from lake Mn Iran's frontler . .

the Shatt 8l Arab, which marks
the jonction of the Tigris and
Euphraies rivers. .

Mystery surrounds the exact
purpose of the project, which
experts estimate has cost well in
excess of $1 billion.

Peier Fend of Occan Eanh
believes the laks and the trench
have defensive and offeasive
military applications. He says:
“The trench is a very useful
barrier defence in an area that
has seen some very heavy
fighting. And in the south-cast,
a ncw trench is being built that
is slready 10 miles long and has
crossed the lrmanian border,”
Fend argues that if this trench is
extended five miles it willg'oin
up with the Karun river, which
runis through [ran, He says that
if the trench in the north is
extended 40 miles it will join 13
with the Kharkeh river, whi
also flows through Iran.

Fend says: “If the trenches to
the north and south link up
with lmanian rivers, theu Iraq
will be able 10 control largs

areas of lran,” Lragis would not

" to flood

- advantage. . ;
. @ IRAN is- belicved 10 be

oaly be able to contro} Iranian:
water supplies in this way, but
they wouid also be in a position
Iranisn . Fend
adds: “This would also give.
casy access 1o Abadan Island
lhrouq: a dry peninsula in the:
north, “

Mili strategists are not’
convinced by this argument,,

‘although they are unable 10

suggest 8 reasonable alternative
explanation. However, it is
poinied out that Iraq has
ambitions to develop its agricul~
ture in the south of the country,
and the lake could be used for
that purpose. at

What may have happened is
thst an investment in agricul-
wre has been wsed and ex-
panded by the military to theic

- v 1 "

considering chanering two of,
the world’s biggest o1l tankers
on a long-torm basis (0 scrve as
floating oil stockpiles out of

range of the lraqi air force,
: ] g

Lloyd’s list said this wee

WORLD NEWS .
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TOWARDS LIBYAN DEVELOPMENT

A few satellite photegraphs on television showing an alleged chemical-weapons
factory near Tripoli in Libya may well co little more than deepen the popular
woorry about terrorists and covert actions.

The task is to broaden the inquiry--beyond the question of whether or not a
factory is still working, or could make poison gas. The task is to broaden
the inquiry to cover all the area that can be seen, that is, to cover the
conditions of economic and ecclogical geography which would orient a
government in Libya to little alternative but outflying acts. What garden is
there, within Libya, to cultivate? We seek an answer... with satellites.

Meantime, we consider the larger forces at work regarding Libya as a location.

There may be some geopclitical reason for US naval enforcement of open passage
across the Mediterranean, chiefly to secure the "Western world's" access to
the world's chief concentration of oil & gas, in the Persian Culf, but the
long-term needs of peoples in Libya and the Mediterranean, including Italy,
must ultimately take priority. When the oil & gas of the Culf are depleted,
or when other less dangerous sources of energy are developed to surrogate the
CGulf's resource, then the geopolitical arguments now mustered by the US will
lose force, and there will probably be little or no reascn to maintain such an
imposing presence in the Mediterranean. There certainly will be little reason
for a Superpower from far away, with a colossal debt crisis in its own
hemisphere, to spend large sums on diplomatic and military confrontations with
a country so relatively weak.

For the pecples of the Mediterranean Sea, as well as of other nearby countries
in Europe and Africa, the singular question is not whether Libya will be
attacked by several US air strikes, as perhaps a dramatic gesture, but whether
Libya will become even more part of an enormous Void in the biosphere of the
planet.

The Sahara is expanding. It expands faster than ever in recorded history, and
it expands faster throughout northern Africa faster than it had during the
Roman Empire, which is allegedly responsible for much of Libya's current
emptiness. Shall we humans in modern times now cutpace the destructiveness of
the allegedly careless Romans?

Required is a directing of public interest in Libya away fram Reagan-style TV
dramas, or Quadafi ones, away from the personalities now accidentally on
stage, towards the long-term development requirements of Libya. Required is a
shifting, then, towards the long-term development possibilities of what is now
the world's largest desert, hence towards the long-term policies of
restoration of the planet's biological powers. Required, we say, not only for
North Africa and Libya, however defined by borders, but also for the entire
Mediterranean Basin and other surrounding regions, directly affected by the
lack of oxygen, lack of evapotranspired water, lack of gas exchanges, lack of
economic resources, and lack of climate stability, all resulting from
expansion of the Sahara.

It is not just desirable to restore the Sahara to the vast, animal-rich
cavannah it once was; it is vital to do so. It is critically vital to at
least stop further degradation into desert, to stop further depletion of
underground freshwaters, to stop further saltification and desiccation of the
coast, to stop further deterioration of ocases and wadis, the infrastructure of
verdant landscape. The heat waves of recent Mediterranean summers confirm
this necessity.






kldrungs Satelliten, die niedriger fliegen, zeichnen sich durch wesentlich grofieres
Auﬂé‘sungsvermﬁgen aus. Hier kénnte man sogar erkennen, ob Soldaten Birte
tragen. Vierzehn Kilometer siidlich von Syrte ist ein grofler Flugplatz, der fast
hundert Flugzeuge aufnehmen kénnte. An dessen mnordéstlichem Rand (Pfeil)
befindet sich die Stellung mit Flugabwehr-Raketen des sowjetischen Typs SAM-5,
Diese Stellung mit sechs Abschufianlagen, die einzige, die schon einsatzbereit war,
ist von amerikanischen Flugzeugen jetzt angegriffen worden. . Foto Ocean Earth
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LIBIA/LE FOTO ESCLUSIVE DEI MISSILI DI GHEDDAFI

Tiro troppo corto, colonnello

Dice di esserc{)ronto a far guerra al-
la pit1 grande potenza militare del
mondo, gli Stati Uniti. Arma il terrori-
smo antiebraico, eppure Israele rilut-
ta a un confronto militare con lui.
Adesso, |'ultima minaccia contro I'Ita-
lia: «Colpiremo le basi americane a
Napoli e a Sigonella», ha detto sabato
25 gennaio. Rodomontate? Oppure il
colonnello Muhammar Gheddafi, lea-
der libico, ha effettivamente i mezzi,
oltre che la voglia, per impensierire
seriamente i sistemi di difesa dei pae-
si della Nato?

L'aviazione e la marina libiche, pur
dotate di mezzi sofisticati e moderni,
secondo i servizi segreti non dovreb-
bero dare troppi problemi. Molti pilo-
ti libici hanno un addestramento in-
sufficiente, per esempio, al volo not-
turno. E tra i marinai del colonnello
lo spirito combattivo sarebbe spesso

Gheddai: «Un’astuta mossa politica».

34

BOUVET/GAMMA

Minaccia gli Stati Uniti,
Napoli e Sigonella. Ma
dove pud arrivare la potenza di
fuoco del premier libico?
Ecco le prove che il pericolo
non tocca I'Italia. Ma pud
impensierire la Sesta flotta

di Adriano Botta

fiaccato da diffusi attacchi di mal di
mare.

Un pericolo piu serio & comparso
sulle televisioni delle famiglie ameri-
cane, trasmesso dalla rete Abc, la set-
timana scorsa, proprio mentre due
portaerei e 18 altre navi da guerra de-
gli Stati Uniti avviavano la fase culmi-
nante delle manovre militari nel Golfo
della Sirte: missili Sam 5.

Le eccezionali foto di queste pagi-
ne documentano che Gheddafi dispo-
ne almeno di una batteria di questi
micidiali missili, installati con l'inten-
zione di proteggere il limite delle ac-
que territoriali libiche, che secondo il
colonnello si estendono ben oltre le 12
miglia dalla costa (come vogliono le
consuetudini internazionali), fino al
parallelo 32,5.

Le fotografie mostrano 12 rampe di
lancio nell’area di Sirte, una localita
di 2500 abitanti che da il nome al gol-

fo della discordia. Sono state scattate
da un testimone... al di sopra delle
parti, il satellite Landsat, normalmen-
te usato per scopi civili e agricoli.
L’installazione dei Sam 5 sul suo ter-
ritorio non é stata tenuta segreta dalla
Libia. «Sono armi difensive, non nu-
cleari, hanno una gittata di 300 chilo-
metri e quindi non minacciano il ter-
ritorio dei nostri vicini. Non come °
missili atomici Cruise che gli ameri-
cani hanno installato a Comiso, e che
hanno una portata di 2500 chilome-
tri», accusa Gheddafi.
- Di per sé i Sam 5 non trasformanc
il quadro strategico fra Usa e Libia,
ma certamente accrescono i rischi
per gli aerei della Sesta flotta che
operano sulle acque del Golfo della
Sirte: un colpo fortunato & sempre
possibile. Infatti i Sam 5 sono missili
antiaerei di media portata, e possono
intercettare un velivolo fino all’altez-
za massima di 95 mila piedi (29 chilo-
metri). Si inseriscono in un complesso
sistema di difesa aerea elaborato dai
sovietici, che comprende missili di va-
rio tipo: dai pil1 vecchi Sam 2 a quelli
campali Sam 6, fino ai Sam 7 (piccoli
missili individuali con cui un soldato
uod abbattere un aereo che attacca a
gassa quota).

I Sam 5 sono fra i sistemi piu sofi-
sticati, destinati ad attaccare aerei
che volano a quote relativamente bas-
se, ma capaci di operare anche ad al-
tezze maggiori. Coprono, insomma, la
fascia mediana di intercettazione.

EUROPEO/8 FEBBRAIO 1986
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Hanno un sistema semiautonomo di
guida, che consente di dare la caccia
a un aereo che compie manovre di-
versive. Non sono molto veloci, per
cui possono avere difficolta con aerei
molto manovrabili, ma sono evidente-
mente piu efficaci contro i lenti cac-
ciabombardieri, gli aerei radar e quel-
li da pattugliamento.

Gli isrealiani, che distrussero i Sam
6 siriani nella valle della Bekaa nel
1982, affermano che & possibile rade-
re al suolo anche le postazioni di Sam
5: ma evidentemente questo richiede
un attacco preventivo, cosa che inve-
ce gli americani, per ragioni politi-
che, sembrano voler evitare. Pero re-
stare in volo in attesa di un attacco
missilistico non & di per sé la migliore
delle posizioni, anche se i missili sono
solo parzialmente efficienti.

Nella sequenza in alto: le
immagini trasmesse dal
satellite Landsat dslle
rampe di missili Sam 5
installate nella base di Sirte
in Libia: sono 12
(ingrandimento nel
rettangolo). Qui a destra:
l'illustrazione di Antonio
Molino mostra dove sono
installati i missili Sam 5, che
possono intercettare
cacciabombardieri, aerei
radar e da pattugliamento.

EUROPEO/8 FEBBRAIO 1986

E possibile che i Sam 5 che 1'Unio-
ne Sovietica ha fornito alla Libia (e
che appartengono alla seconda gene-
razione, mentre i russi hanno gia in
servizio la terza) non siano ancora
operativi, o almeno non completa-
mente.

Ma c’é di piu: secondo molti esperti
i libici hanno commesso un errore
strategico nello scegliere proprio Sir-
te per installare i loro nuovi missili.
Quel luogo infatti sarebbe inadatto al-
lo scopo, almeno secondo le regole

elementari della scienza militare. In-
fatti, se Gheddafi volesse veramente
difendere I'intera superficie del Golfo
della Sirte avrebbe dovuto piazzare i
Sam 5 alle due estremita del golfo. In
questo modo avrebbe ottenuto un
doppio cuscinetto di copertura, men-
tre adesso i Sam 5 non riescono nean-
che ad arrivare sulla costa di Bengasi.
Sarebbe come se gli italiani, per pro-
teggere il mare Adriatico, mettessero
dei missili non alla sua imboccatura,
ma sul delta del Po.

I libici, contrariamente a ogni logi-
ca bellica, hanno concentrato tutti i
Sam 5 in un unico posto: la base di
Sirte, appunto, che ospita anche 70
aerei e quattro chilometri di piste. Per
di pit1, i radar che dovrebbero coprire
i nuovi missili sono insufficienti, per-
ché sono previsti per i Sam 2 e 3, che
hanno una gittata molto inferiore. In-
somma, pilt che una base quella di
Sirte sembra essere una trappola, un
bersaglio invitante che quasi invoca
di essere colpito.

Ma davvero Gheddafi & cosi stupi-
do? In realta, la rapidissima costru-
zione delle rampe di lancio dei Sam 5
serve, piu che a sollecitare uno scon-
tro con gli americani, all’esatto con-
trario: a renderlo impossibile. Per-
ché? Ma per il semplice motivo che la
base di Sirte brulica di consiglieri mi-
litari sovietici, e che quindi assai diffi-
cilmente gli americani oseranno at-
taccarla. Anche se il colonnello libico
riuscisse ad abbattere un relativa-
mente innocente aereo da ricognizio-
ne degli Stati Uniti, Sirte sara protetta
da ogni rappresaglia.

Quindi l'installazione dei Sam 5, se
¢ stato un errore dal punto di vista
militare, da quello politico si & rivela-
ta una mossa assai astuta, perché co-
stringe l'avversario all'inazione. In
realta, a Gheddafi basta una cosa so-
la: far fare agli americani la figura
degli aggressori.

Cosi, come ha scritto

il settimanale america-
no Newsweek, il miglio-
re amico del colonnello
rischia di essere pro-
prio Reagan. Prima del
«gennaio di fuoco» se-
guito alla strage di Fiu-
micino, Gheddafi stava
affrontando all’interno
del suo paese uno dei
periodi piu difficili da
quando si impadroni
del potere 17 anni fa: il
crollo dei prezzi del pe-
trolio ha colpito pesan-
temente la Libia, che
ha dovuto ridurre di
un quinto le importa-
zioni. Ora, di fronte al
pericolo esterno, la po-
polazione si & bene o
male unita, e la fronda
contro il colonnello
non trova piu spazio.
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